Themelios

the contributors and comment on the use of composite citation by a character or a narrator within
a narrative. The summation of the study is that “Christian readers were actively associating and
combining scriptural texts early in the interpretive process” and that “this practice pre-dates any of the
New Testament works” (p. 214) and may have even been used by Jesus, which “might have influenced
the practices of his followers” (p. 215). Thirdly, Adams and Ehorn present a detailed explanation of their
refined definition of composite citations, which uses criteria of both form and function to distinguish
composite citations from other similar phenomena. Finally, Adams and Ehorn propose avenues for
future research. These avenues include areas that the editors decided to exclude from the two-volume
study to limit the scope of the research. Most notable is the study of composite allusions, which has
briefly received some attention in both volumes. Overall, Adams and Ehorn have contributed an
exciting dynamic to the field of New Testament studies that will impact areas of research for students
and scholars.

Anthony Royle
King’s Evangelical Divinity School
Broadstairs, England, UK

Darrell L. Bock with Benjamin I. Simpson. Jesus according to Scripture: Restoring the Portrait from the
Gospels. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2017. £37.59/$49.99.

Jesus according to Scripture is a revised and expanded version of a text that
Darrell Bock originally published in 2002. Like the first edition, the book is ‘ JE SUS
designed “for students taking classes on the Gospels or on the life of Christ, according to
and for pastors who wish to study the life and teaching of Jesus” (preface to

the first edition, p. xxvi). The book treats the historical questions of dating and SCRIPTURE
authorship, but focusses on explaining the Gospels’ presentation of Jesus by
means of a passage-by-passage commentary. The new edition includes three
new chapters, which extend the scope of the book by providing an excellent
discussion of “how we got the Gospels.” The major commentary section has also
been significantly expanded and updated.

Restoring the Portrait from the Gospels
7 ik
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Part 1 (pp. 1-108) treats “The Four Gospels: Distinctive Voices and How
We Got Them” This part retains and updates Bock’s original chapter giving an overview of each of the
four Gospels, including questions of structure, themes, authorship, setting, and date (ch. 4). It has,
however, been significantly enhanced by three new introductory chapters on “Witnessing the Gospel,
“Remembering the Gospel,” and “Retelling the Gospel” These three chapters on testimony, memory,
and orality, were substantially the contribution of Benjamin I. Simpson, Bock’s colleague at Dallas
Theological Seminary. They bring the volume up to date with the most recent scholarship on the origins
of the Gospels, and provide an excellent, concise, and insightful discussion of the relationship between
the written Gospels and eyewitness testimony to Jesus (ch. 1), early Christian memories of Jesus (ch. 2),
and oral tradition about Jesus (ch. 3). These chapters provide the most recent and reliable introduction
to these three questions currently available and are, even on their own, well worth the price of the book.

Part 2 (pp. 109-516) and Part 3 (pp. 517-688) present, respectively, “Jesus according to the
Synoptists” and “Jesus according to John” This major section of the book retains the incisive passage-
by-passage commentary which was the major contribution of its first edition. The commentary has,
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however, been significantly updated and now interacts with the major commentaries published on the
Gospels since 2002. It has also been significantly expanded, and now includes an extra 100 pages of
commentary beyond that provided in the first edition. The decision to treat the Synoptic Gospels in
parallel is a unique contribution of this volume. The authors certainly respect the distinctive voice of
each of the three Synoptic Gospels, but provide a real service by showing how the three Synoptists
provide mutually complementary portraits of Jesus. In the preface they explain that “By working with a
synopsis and juxtaposing one Gospel with another, we hoped to highlight the similarities and differences
in a way that handling each Gospel separately could not achieve” (pp. xv—xvi.). The result is a detailed
demonstration of the symphonic harmony that we have in the Synoptic Gospels. The decision to treat
the Gospel of John separately represents a wise recognition of the Fourth Gospel’s distinctive portrait
of Jesus. Of course, not every reader will agree with every exegetical decision, but the volume provides
a consistently evangelical commentary on all four Gospels and, as such, is a resource unparalleled in
recent evangelical Gospel scholarship.

The volume also provides a number of useful aids that enhance its utility as a reference work,
including a select bibliography and indices of subjects, modern authors, and references to Scripture
and other ancient sources. Particularly helpful is a detailed chart listing “Gospel References by Unit”
(pp. vii—xiv), which allows readers to easily locate the discussion of any given Gospel passage. One loss
in the second edition is the synthetic “Theological Portrait of Jesus,” which formed the final part of the
first edition. This is understandable, given the constraints of space, and the fact that it has now become
its own book (D. L. Bock with B. I. Simpson, Jesus the God-Man: The Unity and Diversity of the Gospel
Portrayals [Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2016]). All in all, the second edition of Jesus according to
Scripture provides an excellent, up to date, and solidly evangelical introduction to the Gospels and their
testimony to Jesus.

Murray Smith
Christ College
Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

Abner Chou. The Hermeneutics of the Biblical Writers: Learning to Interpret Scripture from the Prophets
and Apostles. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2018. 251 pp. £19.43/$23.99.

Troubling. Weird. Random. Creative. Misguided. Terms such as these
characterize the apostles’ use of the OT, according to some Bible interpreters. HERMENEUTIR
Abner Chou, on the other hand, depicts the apostolic use of the OT in other ; /, o '
terms: brilliant, sophisticated, careful, logical, and rational. BIBLICAL WRITERS

Chou serves as the John F. MacArthur Endowed Fellow at The Master’s .
University in Santa Clarita, California. He has written a commentary on
the book of Lamentations in the Evangelical Exegetical Commentary series
(Bellingham, WA: Lexham, 2014), as well as the monograph, I Saw the Lord: A
Biblical Theology of Vision (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2013).

The thesis of the book is that we ought to interpret the Scriptures in the
same way that the apostles and prophets did, because they always honored the
authorial intent of prior revelation (p. 22). They never attempted to alter the original and fixed meaning

The

ABNER CHOU
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